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Property Name Property Management Plan 

1.0 VISION AND MISSION STATEMENTS

1.1 Land Trust Vision

The Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust (the Land Trust) sees the Oak Ridges Moraine as a vibrant, healthy, sustainable ecosystem within which the Land Trust and its partners including landowners, organizations, government and many others are actively co-operating in the conservation and protection of the moraine.

1.2 Land Trust Mission

The Land Trust is a non-profit registered charity dedicated to protecting and restoring the natural environment. The Land Trust will ensure that significant moraine properties, including lands for the Oak Ridges Trail, are protected in perpetuity (forever) through strategic land securement and related stewardship. 

Arising from that mission statement, the paramount goal of establishing Nature Reserves is to protect natural resources, biological, geological and visual, to allow research in a natural environment and to protect rare and endangered species.

1.3 General Guidelines for Management Plans
· Use of properties owned and managed by the Land Trust will be restricted to activities that are consistent with its mission statement.

· Signage will be carefully planned to encourage only compatible activities. Signs at suitable access points will indicate:

· Property ownership

· Emergency contact name and telephone number

· No Trespassing is permitted with the exception of defined acceptable uses 

· Public awareness of the Land Trust is intended to support Land Trust’s ability to raise funds for its efforts and to research, educate about and encourage understanding and awareness of the natural environment and cultural heritage of the Oak Ridges Moraine. Public awareness is secondary to the primary conservation objective.

1.4 Site Information used for this Management Plan

This Management Plan is based on:

· List relevant documents such as; Ecological Sensitivity Evaluation Site visit reports, Site Visits/Monitoring Reports, Baseline Documentation Reports. 
2.0 INVENTORIES 

2.1 Land tenure

Legal address: 

<insert reference to coarse and fine scale map>
Road access, road allowances

GPS co-ordinates for property line corners 

Adjacent land owners

Leases, easements or permits relating to the property

2.2 Existing and proposed development

Physical inventory of buildings/structures

Identified pressures from proposed development or zoning concerns
2.3 Recreational activities


Public uses – legal, illegal
Identified recreational activity and associated potential concerns or risks
2.4 Natural resources

ORM land features 

Presence/proximity to ANSIs, PSWs, CAs, public land, nature reserves owned by other non-profits

Aquatic Features

Soil and Topography

Vegetation communities

SARs Significant flora and fauna, nationally, provincially, regionally and locally rare species  

Forest and Plant Inventory

Ecological Land Classification

Wildlife Habitat Features

Species at Risk
Invasive Species

2.5 Cultural resources 

Archaeological sites, historical buildings or artifacts, cultural or historic landscapes

Current Use by Tenants, Owners or Other

2.6 Existing Trail systems

· Presence/proximity to the ORM existing or ideal Trail route, or private trial systems

2.7 Coarse scale map to identify general location

2.8 Fine scale map for property details

3.0 GOALS & OBJECTIVES 
3.1 Property Management Goals and Objectives
3.2 Priority Management Strategies – Preservation/Protection 
· Removing damaged or unhealthy vegetation that threatens to spread disease 

· Assessment and removal of hazard trees that pose a threat to public, tenant or owner safety and infrastructure 

· Controlled public access by posting and maintenance of “No trespass” signs along the property boundaries, and erecting (and maintaining) fencing as necessary

· Attenuating the effects on natural areas of insect pests or disease.

· Preservation of the land features present on the site.

· Preservation or return of an old growth vegetation community by natural succession, with limited intervention

3.3 Priority Management Strategies – Restoration (*new term)

· Reforestation, plantings to restore wetland or prairie ecosystems

· Removing invasive species that prevent a return to pre-colonial vegetation community structure and level of biodiversity 

· Restoration of degraded habitats

3.4 Priority Management Strategies – Enhancement 

· Forest stand thinning and management

· Trail creation and maintenance in cooperation with ORTA.

· Habitat enhancement and creation

4.0 ACCEPTABLE PROPERTY USES

4.1 Research and Data Collection 

Acceptable research projects and application process 
4.2 Public Access/Trails/Recreation 

Decisions on public access, trail use and management and permitted recreational uses will be made and enforced, in cooperation with joint owners and/or title holders on the acceptance of prohibitions outlined by this Management Plan. 
Acceptable Public Access

Trail Use Maintenance

Permitted Recreation 

4.3 Education and Outreach 

· Access to the ORM Trail. 
· Organized tours as part of fundraising efforts

· Access for public education/awareness, public relations or ecological inventory events such as Bioblitz

5.0 STANDARD RESTRICTIONS  
Properties are restricted from any activity that is considered a change in use as defined by Environment Canada’s Ecological Gift Program guidelines. Environment Canada considers a recipient to have changed the use of an ecological gift if the recipient:

a. undertakes any action that results in or could result in a diminution of the ecological condition or protection of the ecological gift;

b. fails to take reasonable action to manage and protect the ecological condition of the ecological gift;

c. changes any of the terms of an eligible interest or right in land (conservation easement, covenant or real servitude), which do not constitute a disposition; or

d. fails to enforce the terms of the conservation easement, covenant or real servitude, which results in or could result in negative impacts on the ecological condition of the property.

5.1 Land tenure

Further easements, severance or subdivision
5.2 Existing and Proposed Development

General restrictions are in place for all ORMLT properties and include; 

· Construction of any building or structure; 

· Construction or improvement of any trail, snowmobile trail, road or parking lot within the Nature Reserves, except for foot trails required for viewing the property, fire lanes or accesses for maintaining the forested areas;

· Construction or improvement of any dock, diving board, aircraft landing strip or other such facility within the Nature Reserves;  

· Use as a trailer or mobile home park, parking area or storage area;

· Use for commercial purposes not allowed in current municipal bylaws

5.3 Grading, Topography and Water Taking
General restrictions are in place for all ORMLT properties and include; 

· Changes in the general appearance or topography of the Nature Reserves, including the removal of any  soil, loam, rock, gravel, earth, sand or other such material 

· Commercial removal of water from Nature Reserves.
5.4 Motorized Vehicles and Other Conveyances
General restrictions are in place for all ORMLT properties and include; 

· Operation of motorcars, dune buggies, snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles, motorcycles, motorboats, personal watercraft or any other types of motorized vehicles within Nature Reserves except for the use of motorcars, all-terrain vehicles, trucks or tractors for forest management purposes.
· Horses and bicycles on Nature Reserves.
5.5 Hazardous/Toxic Materials and Refuse Dumping 
General restrictions are in place for all ORMLT properties and include; 

· Dumping of soil, rubbish, ashes, garbage, compost, cat litter, waste, petroleum products or other unsightly, toxic or offensive materials on Nature Reserves. 

· Rubbish containers and signs may reduce litter on sites where public use is permitted;

· Burning of plastic, coal, rubber, or any other materials producing toxic fumes;  

· Use of pesticides, insecticides, herbicides, chemicals or other toxic materials within Nature Reserves except as required by law, to protect the life of native species or control the spread of non-native species and except that insect repellents may be applied on the body or clothing.

5.6 Vegetation and Animal Husbandry
General restrictions are in place for all ORMLT properties and include; 

· Planting or introduction of non-native plant species or hybrid seed in Nature Reserves; 

· Removal, destruction, vandalizing, burning or cutting of trees, shrubs, fungi or other vegetation except as may be necessary for: 

· the maintenance of foot trails, fire lanes or access lanes forest maintenance; 

· the prevention or treatment of disease; or

· other good husbandry practices incorporating to return the forest composition to the pre-settlement mix under a plan approved by a registered professional forester; 

· Prohibit agricultural livestock (includes dairy, beef and veal cattle, sheep, swine, poultry, goats, horses, aquaculture and alternative livestock as defined by Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food) from entering or using Nature Reserves;

· Permit those who are responsible for livestock to build fencing along the boundaries of the Nature Reserve to keep livestock from entering Nature Reserves, unless otherwise outlined as part of the agreement.

· Removal of vegetation, animals, fish, fungi or other living species for non-essential consumption.

5.7 Hunting, Fishing, Trapping, Firearms, Games
General restrictions are in place for all ORMLT properties and include; 

· Use of Lands for hunting, fishing, trapping, killing or harming animals or insects for sport or pleasure except that hunting or trapping shall be permitted for the control of nuisance animals including raccoons, opossums, rats, mice, moles, mosquitoes, flies or other commonly understood nuisance species which are negatively affecting the native species on the property; 

· Use of firearms on the Lands;

· Playing of games which may damage Nature Reserves including but not limited to orienteering, paintball, golf and other refuse making or trampling activities.

5.8 Other Activities
General restrictions are in place for all ORMLT properties and include; 

· Prohibit visitors from knowingly walking off existing paths, approach, disturb, or touch nesting or breeding areas during the nesting season or knowingly allow injury to birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians, mammals, insects or other animals or their habitat except for nuisance species that affect the comfort, safety or livelihood of guests;  

· Use Nature Reserves for camping, except for the occasional use by property stewards to ensure the land is being used as intended by this plan; 

· Feed wildlife, thereby creating an artificial condition that is not considered desirable;

· Removal of dead birds, fish or mammals except where they are near public use areas if any;

· Yard lights or other exterior lighting.

6.0 STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLES & PROCEDURES 
6.1 Stewardship Principles
Land Trust integrity and success in protecting and stewarding natural areas is based on two fundamental interests – science based stewardship and donor based partnership. 

These basic or prime interests are expressed as our conservation values and are reflected in all of our stewardship planning, principles and practices. All Trust interests are concerned with ecological health and natural sustainability.  

1. Use the best available conservation science to make site based management decisions that make a lasting difference.

2. Work in a non-confrontational manner that focuses on donor collaboration, sensitive negotiation and consensus to reach mutual goals. 
3. Manage protected lands and waters to ensure long term viability of their significant natural features and their ecological health.
4. Respect and promote nature’s processes of growth and succession with only minimal disturbance, protect the unique character of each property & support the conservation goals of our land donors and moraine partners.
Generally accepted guidelines for all aspects of the work of the Trust are embodied in the guiding principles, standards and practices of the Canadian Land Trust Alliance (CLTA). 

ORMLT policy development and management action for all properties are guided by the Canadian Land Trust (CLT) Standards and Practices. 
There are four categories of stewardship principles that drive stewardship practices for each property:       
1. Nature First: Lands and waters will be managed responsibly for nature conservation, based on significant natural features and ecological considerations that influence each site, consistent with the Land Trust mission to establish and protect nature reserves on the Moraine.

2. Community Stewardship: Protected natural areas are widely appreciated within the community where they occur. Stewardship involves land donors, neighbours and communities engaged in site support. To the best of its ability, the Land Trust will involve donors, neighbours and communities in our site planning, stewardship activity and conservation benefits.

3. Restoration & Rehabilitation: Portions of nature reserves may be managed to enhance biodiversity targets, and some deliberate interventions may be taken to restore specific features and to remediate past disturbance. It is desirable to maintain and re-establish where necessary, the natural processes or ecological functions that can support native ecosystems.

4. Ecology & Succession:  Principles of ecology and natural succession will guide our science based and long term stewardship. Natural ecological processes are encouraged to proceed without interference but may also be managed to conserve particular species and habitats. 

In accord with CLT Standard #12, the ORMLT applies its principles and practices in the ongoing management and stewardship of Trust owned lands including properties held in joint or partial ownership. Where relevant and useful to support implementation of CLT Standard #11, the ORMLT also considers and references these guiding principles and practices in negotiating and developing the content of restrictive covenants for conservation easement agreements. 
· Adapted from NCC Stewardship Principles that address: Natural Processes, Ecological Balance, Native Species, Genetic Diversity, Community Stewardship, Recognition of Benefits, Biological Diversity, Ecology and Succession
6.2 Annual Responsibilities

An annual work plan should be developed for each property to address the monitoring commitments required by specific easements, and owned properties, and to implement strategies that will meet our stated objectives over time

6.3 Enforcement of Stewardship Principles

If inappropriate activities occur at a site, an attempt at resolution must be made in a spirit of good will, based on reasonable arguments consistent with basic conservation objectives. Failing this, or where trespassing or other illegal activities are witnessed, staff will ask the Chief Executive Officer for guidance, and follow guidelines outlined in provincial trespassing legislation.

6.4 Monitoring Protocol

This property will be monitored annually to ensure that it is being adequately and appropriately managed. The pre-monitoring protocol should be followed in advance of annual monitoring visits. At a basic level, monitoring should include the evaluation of conservation success, the condition of a natural area, signage, fencing, trails, buildings, documented land uses and activities, and the effectiveness of any stewardship activities. 

Monitoring for this property will completed every year. Existing site information must be reviewed in advance in order to conduct an efficient review of the significant natural features.

(ADD SPECIFIC DETAILS FOR EACH PROPERTY HERE) Information to be reviewed includes:

· Baseline Documentation Report 

· Prior Year’s Monitoring Report

· Previous Stewardship activities

· Any other surveys or reports that may be appropriate (INSERT HYPERLINK AS APPROPRIATE)

The Site Visit Protocol for monitoring should include the following steps: 
· Undertake a complete overview of past site documentation. The person conducting the site monitoring needs to be fully aware of any issues or authorized disturbances that have occurred in the past. 
· A site evaluation is undertaken in a systematic way that allows for a review of all land uses and improvements, including prior years’ stewardship projects. Habitats for any target species for biodiversity values at the property will specifically be inspected. The previous year’s Monitoring Report will have a GPS map showing the route taken but the route chosen may change at the discretion of the Stewardship Manager/Property Steward. It is not expected that during the evaluation they will visit every part of large properties. Fields permit viewing of large areas for monitoring of stewardship activity or possible disturbances. Forests or wetlands without access trails or recent tracks will generally reveal that there has been no mechanized access that would be needed for substantial construction, filling or grading, logging, aggregate or water extraction. 

· A Monitoring Report will be completed during the site visit and filed appropriately in accordance with current ORLTA protocol. The person completing the monitoring will use the ORMLT Monitoring Template which will include the following: 

· Basic landowner contact information, confirmed or updated

· Site visit date, time, duration, temperature and weather conditions 

· Property Description will be identical to the previous report  

· Property Access will not likely have changed

· Mode of Transportation and Route Taken are at the discretion of the person conducting the monitoring. A GPS monitoring walking route map will be included to support the monitoring report 

· Details of apparent violations– the core content of the Monitoring Report

· Miscellaneous Information includes a list of photographs taken, and any interesting flora or fauna sightings. 

· Photographs, if few, may be incorporated into the Monitoring Report or may be forwarded separately with the Monitoring Report. Reporting the presence of wildlife species is at the discretion of the person conducting the monitoring unless there is a species-of-interest on-site that deserves special attention. For this property, monitoring should include the presence and condition of (ADD SPECIFIC SPECIES FOR EACH PROPERTY HERE)

· Condition of any sign commemorating the donation of the property to the Land Trust. Painted wooden signs age over time – simply report their condition as excellent, good or poor based on legibility. (ADD SPECIFIC DETAILS ON SIGN LOCATIONS FOR EACH PROPERTY HERE)

· Comments & Recommendations that may include opportunities for future Stewardship projects, need for invasive species management, suggested relations with neighbouring landowners, plans to sell or build new structures, non-cooperation by the landowner or anything considered meaningful by the person conducting the monitoring. 
· If the person conducting the monitoring concludes that there are any activities that are not consistent with the management plan, these must be carefully documented (specifically including photographs) for evaluation and action by Trust Staff.  

· For owned properties, all the results of monitoring including Monitoring Reports, interviews, photos, data and results (paper and digital files) are the property of the Trust and must be maintained and filed at the Trust office. 

Enforcement of Violations
Trust staff including the Stewardship Manager and Property Stewards are responsible for ensuring that the lands the Trust holds title to or manage are effectively protected in perpetuity. When monitoring Trust-owned properties, Trust Staff and Property Stewards should remember that they are acting as agents of the Trust in matters pertaining to the natural area. As an agent of the Trust they must act with diplomacy, prudence and common sense realizing that the organization as a whole could be put at risk by their words or actions, or have its reputation diminished by inappropriate dialogue.  In questions of enforcement, the Property Stewards and Stewardship Manager will defer to the Chief Executive Officer to address the situation. 

If inappropriate activities occur at a site, an attempt at resolution must be made in a spirit of good will, based on reasonable arguments consistent with basic conservation objectives. Failing this, or where trespassing or other illegal activities are witnessed, the Stewardship Manager will ask the Chief Executive Officer for guidance and Board approval for direction, and follow guidelines outlined in provincial trespassing legislation. 

6.5 Volunteer Safety – Information and Alerts 
Volunteer directions to site

Site Specific Risks (i.e. Steep slopes, poison ivy and other hazardous vegetation)

Volunteers should be advised on issues related to proper footwear and clothing for visiting sites, and provided with accurate directions and maps of the site as well as any potential dangers or risks to be aware of and avoid (I.e. Steep slopes)
7.0 REFERENCES CITED
· Primarily as support for natural resources listed
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