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Introduction
• Session outline

• Ian Attridge: CA history and challenges
• Mélanie Lelièvre: personal servitudes 
• Aline Grenon: L’isle Verte experience
• Questions, discussion



CA Legal Basis

• “Conservation Agreements”:
• Civil law: servitudes
• Common law: covenants, easements

• Legal limitations
• Statutes/Acts

• Purposes, holders, mechanisms
• Others: taxes, registration, planning, etc.

• CLTSP – Standard 11 + others



CA Legal History
• British common law 
• U.S. land trusts and law
• Canada:

• Heritage legislation – 1970s-1980s
• Conservation legislation – 1990s
• Evolution of purposes, holders 

• Innovations:
• Indigenous, tax, registration, cross-border
• New directions?



CA Legal
History





CA Challenges
• Applications for Indigenous communities
• Registration processes
• Property taxation
• Funding priorities (funders, guardians)
• Links to land use planning
• Enforcement and defence
• Others?



Indigenous Land Trusts
• Organization of people
• Indigenous-led 
• Lift up Indigenous practices, rights
• Community purposes (conservation, 

cultural, access, etc.)
• Hold and care for lands
• CA: 

• drafting 
• partnerships 
• enable access and uses

Land transfer, 
SISCENEM Island 



CA Resources
• CA Guides – BC, AB, SK, MB, ON …
• Technical guides, templates
• OLTA CEA Working Group
• Landtrustalliance.org
• olta.ca   ltabc.ca



Discussion
What CA challenges are you facing?
How could CA practices be improved?
What CA research would be helpful?
Would a national CA circle/conversation 

be useful? on what topics?


